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FOCAL AUTHOR PROGRAM 

" ... and they lived happily ever after." As you close the cover of a book that you have just 
read to a young child, you and your listener smile with happiness, or giggle with delight, 
or breathe a sigh of relief that the hero survived such a dangerous adventure. 

But do you ever think about the beginnings of that book. Do you ever wonder 
about the seed of an idea that appealed to the writer? What motivated that person 
to spend days, weeks, even years, to finish that story? Why struggle to write a 
book, when it is so easy just to read one. 

ANDREA J. LONEY, ALEXIS O'NEILL, and ANN WHITFORD PAUL will be our 
guest speakers on that subject. Come to Central Library on the morning of September 
29, to hear three prestigious local authors explain, "WHY I WRITE FOR CHILDREN." 
 
 

  



 
 
Andrea Loney received awards and acclaim for her picture book biography, Take a 
Picture of Me, James Van Der Zee. Andrea was quick to accept our invitation, 
saying that she researched that book with materials from Central Library, and looks 
forward to meeting both staff and readers. Her picture book, Bunnybear, was 
chosen for the ALA Rainbow List and is popular with the lap-sitter set. 

Alexis O'Neill writes with vigor and verve. She details the havoc spread by the bully 
of the playground, The Recess Queen, and the quiet courage of the young Homan 
Walsh, in The Kite That Bridged Two Nations. Alexis also writes a column offering 
advice for authors and illustrators about school visits for The Golden Kite magazine. 

Ann Whitford Paul draws inspiration from her memories of reading to her four 
children, and now creates books for her grandchildren. Ann is the author of Writing 
Picture Books for Children. When she's not teaching about writing at UCLA, she 
enjoys sharing her poetic picture books, Maflana, Iguana or If Animals Kissed 
Goodnight. 

The program will be in Meeting Room A from 10 - 12 a.m. Copies of the authors' 
books will be available for purchase. 
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SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

Annual FOCAL Award program will be on 
December 8, 2018 to honor author Uma 
Krishnaswami for her book, Step Up to 

the Plate, Maria Singh. 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME, LAURA DUNCAN 
 

Staff in Children's Literature are happy to welcome Laura to the department, 
just in time for the busy Summer Reading Program. After all, she has had 
experience at three different branches, and knows how to guide young readers 
through all the steps of the program ... from timid and shy beginnings to 
triumphant conclusions, as they wave their completed folders. More valuable, 
though, are Laura's Spanish language skills, as she steps into the recently 
added position of Bi-Lingual Librarian for the department. 
 
Laura is a Brown University graduate, as is your reporter, so we spent a few 
minutes trading experiences. We found that "all that's old is new again!" She 
received her library degree in Boston, and a Fulbright scholarship! 
When we expressed awe, she waved it off, saying "Well, if you don't apply, you'll 
never know what might happen." 

 
Laura says that she enjoys selecting non-fiction and picture books for the 
collection in Children's Literature. She chooses fiction for her personal reading 
time. She adds, "I grew up in the San Fernando Valley, and one of my strongest 
childhood memories is visiting places around Los Angeles where my mother and 
her siblings grew up. I liked hearing their stories." 

 
Laura anticipates having a busy September during Latino Heritage Month, and will 
be participating in outreach activities, as well as addressing new approaches to 
improving the department's Spanish Language Collection. 

  



NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS 

MARA ALPERT - After a year of  assiduously reading and evaluating children's novels for 
the Newbery Committee, Mara enjoyed the fruits of her labor at the banquet at American 
Library conference in New Orleans last month. 

BROOKE SHEETS - Brooke reported that she spent her conference days running from one 
committee meeting to another. The big topic for many was the name change of the Wilder 
Award, with impassioned arguments for both sides of the discussion. 

HELENE MOCHEDLOVER and RENN Y DAY are currently on the award committee for 
the BRUCKMAN RARE BOOK FRIENDS. The group is planning a luncheon to honor 
John Faragher for his book, Eternity Street, which chronicles the chaotic, sometimes violent 
beginnings of Los Angeles. For more information, contact Helene or Renny. 

Here's a picture of the Newbery Medal winner, Erin Entrada Kelly, with most of the 
Newbery Committee. Mara is standing next to Erin and behind the chair of the 
committee. 



  



 
 

*****  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION ***** 
 
 
Please send renewals to:  
Renny Day/ 15221 Via de las Olas / Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 
 

Name__________________________________ 

Address_________________________________ 

City ________________State_____________ZIP___________________  

Membership is for calendar year, January through December.  Dues are tax deductible. 

New ____ Renewal___________   Basic $25_________ Contributing $60_____ 

Sustaining $100___________    Lifetime $1000___________ 

Selena Terrazas, Department Manager 
Brooke Sheets, Senior Librarian, Children's Literature 

Helene Mochedlover, FOCAL Points Editor 
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Andrea J. Loney – Children’s Book Author 


